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inservientes, non tarn criticorum praeeeptis, quam Maronis
exemplo, sunt depromenda3. Ut ideo de reliquis heroic! car-
minis scriptoribus, recte stataamus virtutes et vitia, quaa
apud singulos occurrunt, lectioni conferamus Virgilianse;
qui, si ullibi defecerit Bucolicis, nonnunquam puriorem im-
iniscuit styli elegantiam, quam quae pastoribus conveniat; et
ssepe grandior sonat carminum majestas, quam quae tenui
avense consona videatur. Apud quemlibet Georgicorum li-
brum, inimitabili quadam. sermonis elegantia, res rusticaa
explicantur; sed ultimus, de Apum ISTatura, valde, prater
casteros, animum delectat; ubi, dum in tenui argumento
procedit poema, solennein quandain sententiarum et verbo-
rum pompam studiose afFeetat poeta. Apum ideo opera Cy-
clopum assimulat laboribus, nee majori carminum tumultu
^Eneaa et Turni recitat certamina, quam hasce insectoruni
turmas inter sese depraeliantes. IJbique exiguas reipublicaa
duces, populi, studia, mores, et tenue illud imperium, quod
intra alvearii angustias exercetur, venust&, nescio qua\, car-
minis magni&centia exprimuntur: Quin hoc certe in toto
opere praecipue occurrit admirandum, quomodo, dum plan-
tationis, pastionis, et agricultures curas exequitur poeta,
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the most deservedly celebrated; from -whom the justest rules of this
art are rather to be taken, than from the dry precepts of the critics.
To the end, therefore, that \ve may the more truly ascertain the
beauties and faults which occur among the rest of the writers of
Heroic Poetry, let us compare them with the style of Virgil; who
if he be in anything deficient, it is, when he has sometimes in his
Eclogues mingled such a purity of style as is not entirely agreeable
with the dialect of shepherds; and frequently the dignity of his
verse seems no way consonant to the rural pipe. In every book of
his Georgics, he treats of country affairs with an inimitable elegancy
of style; but, above all, we are most delighted with his last book,
of the Nature of Bees; where, in a poem on so inconsiderable a
subject, our author purposely affects a peculiarly solemn and pomp-
ous style. In this piece he compares the labours of the bees to
those of the Cyclops; and in the same lofty numbers recounts the
skirmishes of these little insects among themselves, as he does the
rencounters of ^Sneas and Turnus. All along, the generals of this
small republic, the populace, the factions, the customs and forms of
government exercised within the narrow limits of the bee-hive, are
described with an inexpressible beauty and magnificence. Through-
out the whole work, what mostly raises our admiration is, that in
the pursuit of his discourse on planting, grazing, and agriculture,